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The lure of law librarianship
A satisfying career alternative for the J. D.
by Margaret Leary
Not all law chool graduates practice law, rare happy if they do
practice. The great surge in law
sch 1 attendance in the late 70s
and early 80s has resulted in
higher than ever numbers of law
graduates, many of whom might
be les satisfied with practice than
an alternative career. For hundreds
of such lawyers a viable and intellectually timulating career
alternative ha been law librarianship, a field that is broader in scope
than many forms of practice and
closely allied to either teaching or
practice, depending on the library's
setting.
At the same time, opportunities
in law librarianship have begun to
expand in response to both growth
and changes in the legal field .
As the number of lawyers has increased, so has the number of law
librarians. In 1983 there were about
3,000 law librarians; now there are
about 5,500, one for every 130 lawyers. Firms are larger, individuals
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specialize, and cases require scientific, statistical, psychological, and
almost every other type of information - information most lawyers
are not trained to find and which is
often not in any law library.
The U-M Law Library and the
School of Information and Library
Studies have recently implemented
a new program to meet the increasing need for professionals trained
in both law and librarianship.
The program is designed for two
types of students: those who have
already earned a law degree and
want to go into law librarianship;
and those with no law degree who
want to acquire expertise in legal
bibliography and law library management and work in a law firm or
a government library. The specialization in law librarianship
includes several required courses:
sources of legal information, law
library management, government
documents, and others in the management of information, including
computer applications . The program also includes an internship in
a law library.

A. Jerome Dupont

Thee periences of everal Michigan Law School graduates who
have chosen this career alternative
follow, demonstrating the wide
range of work and the tremendous
variety of skills that law librarians
have.

A. Jerome Dupont, '67 Law, '71
M. L.S. was assistant director of the
Michigan Law Library until 1973,
when he left to establish the University of Hawaii Law School
Library. There, he not only built a
collection and a new building, but
also founded the Law Library Microform Consortium (LLMC). This
non-profit cooperative venture microfilms legal material to help law
libraries build and preserve their
collections. Dupont represents the
newest generation of law librarians:
an M .B.A. (1979, University of
Hawaii) supplements his library
and legal training. He works not
only with printed material but also
with microforms and computers.
His present position as executive
director of LLMC requires the skills
of all three professions, and he is in
a unique position to help libraries
sort out the philosophical and practical questions that arise because of
the availability of information in
three formats - print, microform,
and machine-readable. LLMC now
lists over 1,500 titles in law and
government, some 36,000 volumes.
Barbara Vaccaro, J.D. '80, M.L.S.
'82 is the present assistant director
of the Michigan Law Library. Of
her work, Barbara says, "I help
people get rid of confusion by finding information that empowers
them to help themselves." From library school she learned where to
get information to solve problems;
from law school, she learned how
to think about problems with
many variables and how to arrange
the elements of a problem logically
to reach a solution.
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Ellen Brondfield, J.D. '85, already
had a library degree when he
came t law chool, but had not
w rked as a librarian . She too has
helped create and interpret law at the United States Supreme
Court. She works with the clerk of
the C urt, analyzing all new cases
to be sure they are inc mpliance
with procedural rules. Her first job
in Washington was a tern porary
po ition with the Supreme Court
Library. "It was the best job in the
world," says Brondfield . "We were
not solely reference librarians; we
did true research . We researched
both sides of questions of law, and
we did research to supply information for speeches. The depth of the
legal research, and the breadth of
the interdisciplinary work, was unlike anything I did in a law school
library."
Brondfield joins many law
librarians in citing a major
advantage of the work: the ability
to keep up with the substance of
the law in many different subfields, not just one peciality. The
Court's librarians are, she say ,
nothing short of the best, but the
work is demanding. Librarians
who attend a morning e ercise
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class with Justice Sandra Day
O'Connor bring along note pads to
keep track of the questions he asks
throughout the workout.
Melanie Dunshee, J.D. '79, M .L.S.
'86, like many others, entered
library school after finding that
practice was not as personally satisfying as she wanted her work to
be. She did her library field experience at Dickinson, Wright in
Detroit. There, she filled in for the
librarian, who had a new assignment to computerize records of
briefs and memos. The firm found
that a second professional was a
real boon, and hired Dunshee for
a newly created position. Firm librarians, she points out, deal with
fewer books than do academic or
court librarians, but they must get
information ,quickly and accurately
from many different sources:
telefax, computers, personal
connections, and paging are at
least as important as books. A firm
of 40 or 50 lawyers probably would
be well-served by a professional librarian to keep on top of the firm's
information needs. Librarians help
select the most appropriate books,
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perform cost-effective computer
searches, maintain budgets, train
new clerks and associates, run citechecking services, and find whatever information is needed as
quickly as it is needed.

Ann Borkin, PhD. '74, J. D. '83,
M. L.S. '83, started her career as an
assistant professor in linguistics at
Michigan, and decided to go to law
school when she realized she disliked
teaching. She chose law because of its
intellectual proximity to her speciality
as a linguist: the use of language in
argument. During her first year or
two at the Law School, she attended
virtually every speech given by
practitioners and judges, seeking
to discover the branch of law that
seemed right for her. "I never found
it," she states. "I didn't think I would
like doing any of it." She did, however, enjoy her work- first as a desk
assistant in the Law Library and later
as the faculty phone page - and decided to enroll in Library School . She
now has a job she likes immensely
with the San Francisco firm of Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold .
Borkin's library is a typical one-person
operation; she does the cataloging
as well as the reference work.
Borkin enjoys helping lawyers find
the arguments they need to make
their writing effective; she also enjoys
being able to let go of a problem just
at the point where the document must
be written. 'l\ny firm large enough
to need non-legal information corporate information, newspaper
searches, information from other disciplines," she feels "should con ider
hiring a professional librarian,
because librarians can find that
information much more ea ily than
lawyers can. Librarians know the
structure of inf rmation dis emination generally, and can think
imaginatively about the be t way to
find it."
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Dwight King, J.D.' 0, M.L.S.' 1,
ha w rked in the University of
Baltimore Law Sch ol Library and
i now at Notre Dame' Kresge Law
Library. "I work f r one f the best
law librarian in th c untry (former U.S. Supreme C urt Librarian
Roger E Jacobs)," ay King, "and
in a library that i building up to a
re earch level." He's found Notre
Dame stimulating, and e pecially
enj ys the close relationship he can
have with tudents there -first as
an instructor of legal bibliography,
and later as one who helps students apply the skills he taught
them.

Charles Ten Brink, J.D. '79, M.L.S.
'85, is reference librarian at the
University f Chicago. For Ten
Brink, as for Dunshee, practice was
le satisfying than he had expected. He returned to Michigan
for a library degree hoping that a
library position would combine the
best of the academic world - helping to teach and d research in the
law - with the best of the practitioner's world - helping people
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s lve problems. He' found what he
was looking for in his work at Chicago. In practice, Ten Brink
specialized in municipal bond ,
work that he found time-consuming, tedious, and intellectually
narrow. He wanted to be more directly involved with people, and
find reference work a way to reach
a conclusion fairly quickly as users
search f r a document or
information.
Ten Brink says that although
some of his acquaintances
"couldn't understand why I gave
up the prestige associated with the
practice of law, my close friends
applauded my change of career."
Ten Brink himself has no regrets,
and has found his new profession
gratifying.
Most law librarians don't make
the glamorous salaries associated
with successful practice in a large
firm . Ten Brink says the public obviously understands this: he has
twice had to refuse tips from
patrons who were grateful for his
help and believed librarians to be
so underpaid that a tip was called
for. Entry level salaries for dualdegreed librarians are about
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$25, 000; directors of the mo t prestigi us libraries can earn up to
$100,000 . Benefits in the academic
sector are usually generous.

Margaret Leary i the director of the
U-M Law Library. More information
about law librarian hip can be obtained by contactin her at the Legal
Research Building, U-M Law School,
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1215.

Law School graduate David M . Ebel (left)
was sworn in as judge of the U.S. Court of
Appeals, 10th Circuit by U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Byron White , for whom he
erved as a law clerk. Judge Ebel's wife,
Gayle Ebel, is in the center.

Alumnus named
to federal court

Dwight Kin
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Charle Ten Brink

David M. Ebel, J.D. '65 was recently appointed to the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the 10th Circuit.
A former partner in the law firm
of Davis, Grali.am & Stubbs in
Denver, Ebel was sworn in on July
11. The Denver-based court encompasses Wyoming, Utah, Colorado,
New Mexico, Kansas, and
Oklahoma.
While a student at the U-M, Ebel
served as Law Review editor-inchief, graduated first in his class,
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and was awarded membership in
the Order of the Coif. After graduating, he clerked for U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Byron R. White.
Ebel is a Fellow of the American
College of Trial Lawyers and has
taught corporations law as an adjunct professor at the Denver
University Law School. He has also
served in numerous capacities on
the Colorado Bar Association.

Michigan grads
elected ABF Fellows
Several U-M Law School graduates
were recently elected members of
The Fellows of the American Bar
Foundation. They include William
H. Bates, J.D. '52; Julia Kay Felt, J.D.
'67; Vincent C. Immel, JD. '48; and
Robert E. Nederlander, J.D. '58.
Bates is a member of the law
firm of Lathrop, Koontz, Righter,
Clagett & Norquist in Kansas City,
MO. Felt is a partner in Dykema,
Gossett in Detroit. Immel is
professor of law at St. Louis
University, St. Louis, MO.
Nederlander, who served as a
Regent of the U-M for nearly
20 years, is a partner in Nederlander, Dodge & Rollins in Detroit.
The Fellows is an honorary organization of practicing attorneys,
judges, and law teachers whose
professional, public, and private
careers have demonstrated outstanding dedication to the welfare
of their communities and to the
highest principles of the legal
profession.

Class notes
'49 Lewis Carroll received the Resolution of Appreciation from the board of
editors of the American Gas Association-sponsored treatise "Regulation of
the Gas Industry." Carroll is former
vice president and general counsel for
Washington Gas Light Co. and played
a key role in getting the outline of the
treatise developed, obtaining authors
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for the initial 32 chapters and reviewing material for the four-volume
treatise.
David A. Nichols retired on
May 31 after more than 11 years of
service on the Maine Supreme
Judicial Court. Upon his retirement,
the Knox County Bar Association
commissioned the painting of his
portrait for the courthouse at Rockland,
ME, where Justice Nichols had his
chambers.
'55 Robert C. Strode!, a private practitioner in Peoria, IL for over 31 years,
has recently authored a book on medical malpractice litigation. The volume,
entitled Securing and Using Medical
Evidence in Personal Injury and Health
Care Cases, is published by PrenticeHall, Inc.
'63 C. Peter Theut has become counsel
to the Detroit law firm of Butzel Long
Gust Klein & Van Zile. Theut practices
in the areas of marine insurance, marine financing, commercial marine
transactions, riparian rights, waterfront development and recreational
boating.
Robert J. Wade, director of graduate
programs at the Capital University Law
and Graduate Center in Columbus,
OH, has been appointed chair of the
American Bar Association's Committee
on Teaching Taxation. The appointment became effective July 1, 1988.
'65 Walter S. Kirimitsu, a partner in
the law firm of Shim, Tam, Kirimitsu,
Kitamura & Chang, was recently inducted into the American College of
Trial Lawyers. Membership, which is a
position of honor, is by invitation of the
board of regents and is limited to the
top one percent of the trial lawyers in
the U.S. and Canada.
Vernon J. Vander Weide has been
named a shareholder in the Minneapolis, MN law firm of Head,
Hempel, Seifert & Vander Weide.
'70 (LL.M.) Doug Rendleman, Godwin
Professor of Law at Marshall-Wythe
Law School, College of William and
Mary, has accepted a position at Washington and Lee University as Huntley
Professor and director of the Francis
Lewis Law Center.
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'71 Edward A. Porter, vice president,
National Gypsum Company, in Dallas,
TX, has been elected vice presidentgeneral counsel and assistant secretary
of National Gypsum and its parent
company, Aancor Holdings, Inc.
'75 (LL.M.), '76 (S.J.D.) Miriam
Defensor Santiago, Commissioner of
Immigration of the Philippines, was
featured in an article in the International Section of The New York Times last
May. The article, written by Seth Mydans, highlights Ms. Santiago's efforts
to fight graft, corruption, and organized crime in her agency.
'78 Elizabeth Ann Campbell was appointed corporate counsel of Delaware
North Companies, Inc., of Buffalo, NY.
'79 Steven M. Fetter was appointed to
the Michigan Public Service Commission by Governor James Blanchard.
The three-member MPSC is responsible for the regulation of public
utilities, telephone services, and
intrastate trucking, as well as the establishing of an effective state energy
policy for the future.
Jane E. Garfinkel has been named a
partner in the law firm of Smith &
Schnacke, in Dayton, OH.
Mark A. Sterling has become a
member of the Washington, D.C. law
firm of Hogan & Hartson. His practice
is principally in the administrative and
regulatory areas, with an emphasis on
health law.
Ford H. Wheatley has been elected
mayor of Glendale, CO. His term
expires April, 1992.
'80 Jeffrey M. Eisen, administrative assistant, University of Evansville Dept.
of Athletics, Evansville, IN, wrote an
article for Entertainment and Sports Law
Journal, vol. 4, no. 1, Spring, 1987. The
piece is entitled, "Franchise Relocation
in Major League Baseball."
'81 William H. Fallon has become a
partner in the law firm of Miller, Johnson, Snell & Commiskey; in Grand
Rapids, Ml.
'86 Lisa M. Parlato has joined the
Washington, D. C. office of Morgan,
Lewis & Bockius. She is a member of
the firm's labor section.
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